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Greens seek
‘Skywalk’ at
Beacon Hill
GREENS candidate for mayor, Dr Sally Town-
ley, has spoken out regarding aircraft safety at
Beacon Hill, but says destroying the important
habitat is not the answer. 

She said the Greens recognise that a few
Brush Box trees need to be pruned at Beacon Hill
to ensure aircraft safety landing at the Coffs Har-
bour Regional Airport, but proposals by the
Council to clear a large area of the rainforest was
concerning. 

“When residents are asked what they value
most about Coffs Harbour they have consistently
responded that they value the green backdrop to
the city,” Dr Townley said. 

“As opposed to spending tens of thousands
clearing an important natural asset, the Coffs
Harbour Greens will seek to use these funds to
build treetop boardwalk and lookout on the
southern side of Beacon Hill below the aircraft
height limit.

“This will allow residents and visitors perma-
nent access to views southwards along our coast-
line.”

Dr Townley said the finished project would be
a tourist drawcard, showcasing the beautiful rain-
forest area and boosting Coffs Harbour’s reputa-
tion as a nature-based tourism destination. 

She said with good design and signage the
‘Skywalk’ could be integrated into the existing
cycleway network, connecting to the Coffs Creek
walk, creating extra pedestrian and bike tourism
and lasting economic benefits. 

“Bird watching is a major industry globally
and Beacon Hill provides habitat for some of our
rarest and most beautiful birds,” Dr Townley said. 

“Spectacular threatened birds such as the
Wompoo Fruit Dove, Green Catbird and the Osp-
rey are frequently seen at Beacon Hill and rather
than spending ratepayers funds destroying the
habitat we should create opportunities for people
to experience these important natural areas.”

Statewide celebration

‘Report a Roost’ to control b
BY VANESSA ALMOND

A LOCAL group formed to control
the invasion of the Indian Myna will
hold a ‘Report a Roost’ day today,
and is asking locals to keep any eye
out for the birds.

The Indian Myna Control Project
(IMCP) is a joining of two
community driven projects funded
by the NSW Environmental Trust
covering the Coffs Harbour,
Nambucca, and Bellingen Local
Government Areas (LGAs) and the
Hastings and Macleay LGAs. 

The projects seek to reduce the
impacts of the growing Indian myna
invasion in our urban and rural
environments.
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❏ CELEBRATION:
Dance students from
Woolgoolga High
School performed two
routines.

■ For more photos
from the Education
Week extravaganza
at Centro Toormina,
visit our website:
www.coffscoast-
independent.com.au

❏ FLASH MOB: Students from Narranga, Sawtell, Boam-
bee, Toormina, Bonville, and William Bayldon Public School
took part in the ‘simultaneous launch’ on Monday.
BY CLARA SMITH
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and the celebration at Centro did just that. 

As well as the ‘flash mob’ at 12.30pm,
students from both primary and high
schools across the Coffs Coast performed
throughout the day with singing, skipping,
drumming, dancing and music showcased. 

Vocalist Gina Balenzano, a 14-year-old
from Bellingen High School was also part
of the program, who recently flew to Syd-
ney and recorded this year’s Education

 song ‘Creating Our Future’ with
nine other vocalists from across NSW. 

Savannah Regan, also from Bellingen
High School, was her backing vocalist, 
impressing the gathered crowd. 

It’s the second year Centro Toormina
has been involved in Education Week, a 
relationship the centre hopes to continue. 

“Having 300 children dancing in the
centre is not a normal Monday morning
for us,” marketing manager Amy Whiteley
laughed. 

“It took a lot of organisation by all 
involved but what a wonderful spectacle
for the gathered shoppers and parents and
friends of the students,” she said.
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$350K to deliver NBN online services
MORE than $350,000 has
been allocated to the Coffs
Harbour City Council by the
Federal Government to help
deliver improved services
using the National Broad-
band Network (NBN).

Announced by Minister
for Broadband, Communi-
cations and the Digital
Economy, Stephen Conroy,
and Duty Senator for Cow-
per, Matt Thistlethwaite,
the $347,920 will go to 
implementing a range of
online services. 

The funds will enable
the Council to implement
an online development app-
lication and construction

certification process using
high definition video con-
ferencing technology, with
the increased bandwidth of
the NBN enabling both 
applicants and council plan-
ning officers to interact via
video and share large files
such as spatial images,
drawings and maps. 

Senator Conroy said the
NBN will give ratepayers
better access and more 
accessible and convenient
services, delivered more 
efficiently and with less
hassle. 

“The building and devel-
opment application process
will be transformed to 

enable Coffs Harbour resi-
dents to communicate from
their homes and business
with council staff in real
time,” Coffs Harbour
Mayor Keith Rhoades said. 

Under the three-year
rollout plan for the Coffs
Coast, the construction of
NBN fibre services will
have been started or be
completed for 27,800
homes and businesses by
mid-2015.

Residents who live out-
side the NBN fibre footprint
will be able to connect to
the NBN via next gener-
ation fixed wireless or 
satellite.

Mid North Coast
habitats and feeding options.
ey often congregate near cattle
ms and dairies where feedlots
 readily accessible. Racing
bles, piggeries and farms with
ultry coops are also prime
avenging areas for Indian mynas
 the Mid North Coast
Community members are invited

take part in a ‘Report a Roost’
rvey to observe and report the
ations of roost sites, which are
ategic points of control.
The Report a Roost day takes
ce over a 24-hour period from
gust 2-3, and sightings can be
orted by visiting www.indian-
naproject.com.au or emailing
ianmyna_midnorthcoast@yahoo.
m.au

water heaters are on the way out!
 electricity needed to run a standard electric hot water system produces about four tonnes of greenhouse gas 
r year. As a result, the Federal Government has announced plans to phase out electric hot water systems. 

ve an existing electric hot water system, you have a chance to win...
 Bosch 21e Highflow Continuous Flow LPG Hot Water Systems  

00 Cash Card to help cover installation*

131 161
LPG Gas for Home & Business

o to www.elgas.com.au/competition and enter your details now!
etween 1/6/12 and 31/8/12. See website for full set of terms and conditions. Authorised under NSW LTPS/12/03189, VIC Permit No 12/917, ACT TP 12/01598 and SA T12/788.

IN a New Bosch LPG  
Hot Water System  
+ $1,000 Cash Card!

Cash Card $1,000
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